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2 June 2020 

Words from Sue… 

Welcome to all our U3A members! 

On Tuesday May 26th U3A SurfCoast held its AGM on Zoom 
with about 40 of our members present. A great 
achievement! John Bartlett, after an exceptional couple of 
years as President, has decided to step back to become Vice 
President, and I will try to follow his footsteps in the role of 
President. 

Fortunately, I am surrounded by a very hardworking 
committee, who are dedicated to the aims of U3A and the 
importance of community. We welcome some new 
Committee members: Marg Parsons, Baz Cock and Richard 
Porter - and we are sad to lose Marg Bath from the 
Committee, but she will remain in the office on Fridays with 
our great volunteer administration team. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank three groups: 

Firstly, our wonderful tutors, who give so willingly of their 
time, knowledge and friendship; 

Secondly, our IT and Be Connected Team who are 
particularly important to us at the moment; and 

Thirdly thanks to you, our members, who are showing a 
willingness and enthusiasm to participate even in this 
strange time. 

Please read our newsletters and watch our website for 
courses, programmes and plans going forward this year. 

Regards to all, 
Sue Crowe, President 

  

…and from John 

Dear U3A SurfCoast members 

You probably know by now that I have retired from the role 
of President at the recent AGM although I will be staying on 
as Vice President. The two and a bit years I spent in this role 
were busy but very satisfying thanks to the great support 
and good humour of the committee, volunteers and all 
involved in our activities.  I found a very special spirit of 
camaraderie amongst members which I believe is worth 
holding onto in these more challenging times. I believe with 
our newly-elected President Sue Crowe and the committee 
we will keep finding ways to keep our connections alive and 
wish you all to be well and safe. 

John Bartlett 

 

Lockdown Activity 

We asked members how they were 
keeping occupied during the COVI-19 
lockdown: 
 
Sandy: Minding grand children twice a 
week to allow their parents to work, so 
not all that isolated but certainly not 
venturing out. 
 
Andy: Found some old 
documents about another Armitage 
family who was in Ceylon in 1703, way 
back when.  These guys I'm told owned 
the great house around which the film 
Elephant Walk was filmed. Sadly not 
related to my mob who do go back to 
the 1600s.  I also found some old 
images of my grand parents including 
my grand-mother with her 4 
children,  and my dad dressed up in his 
school uniform,  jodhpurs, knee-high 
boots and the lot. And to cap it all I 
found two old books/albums actually, 
into which I could, only to avoid more 
boredom you'll understand, stick all this 
stuff in for posterity... Perhaps. 
 
Robin: Bits of writing, bits of cooking. 
Walking on the beach late in the 
afternoon works well for me  - nearly 
dark when you're almost by yourself 
and the cockies are coming in to roost 
in the park. 
 
Marlene: I have been pruning things in 
the garden, cleaning out cupboards, and 
collecting information to do memoirs on 
Peter my late husband. The time goes 
quickly when you keep yourself busy. I 
also do computer jigsaws and Word 
Search. 
 
Greta: I keep myself busy doing 
unfinished projects and exercises as 
well as gardening. I am currently using 
Zoom for exercise classes which is 
working really well. 

Staying in Touch 

tel:1703


 
A00606407 

ZOOMING ALONG! 

Unfortunately it is unclear at the moment when we will be 
able to return to face to face classes. Our amazing tutors are 
starting to reach out to their classes in different ways, some 
by phone, others by email and also by Zoom. 
Over the next few weeks we will be running a few courses 
on Zoom in preparation for a fuller timetable in Term 3 
which starts on 27 July. Zoom is proving to help us to 
continue in a different way, but with the same faces, and we 
can always make a cuppa and take it to the class. 
If you are keen to join, but you are unsure of the process, 
please contact us. It is actually quite simple to take part, and 
we are very lucky to have Baz Cock and Jo Turnbull and their 
team to help us along the way. 
Keep watching for emails and newsletters to keep you up to 
date with our arrangements. 

 

WANTED 

Over the next few weeks we are trialling two new courses on 
Zoom, and we would love to see a class of enthusiastic 
online participants working with our tutors.  

These are new classes and therefore do not already have a 
class list to draw on. If you would like to join either of these 
classes which will continue next term, please email us on 
info@surfcoast.org.au  or phone 0435 374 139 and leave a 
message. 

1. CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS with Kevin James on Tuesday 
23 and 30 June from 10.00am until 11.30am. This 
class will appeal to beginners who have always 
wondered about the mystery behind these puzzles. 
Kevin’s past students are also welcome.  

2. MONEY MATTERS FOR THE THIRD AGE with new U3A 
member, Richard Drury on Thursday 18 and 25 June 
from 1.30 pm until 3.00pm. Richard comes from a 
background in finance, mostly in manufacturing 
companies, and he has designed an exciting course: 
‘Let’s talk about Money. Where it comes from and 
where it goes?’ The class will explore how we can 
manage money and cut through the jargon - Banks, 
Pensions, Super, Shares, Expenses, Tax and Legal.  

 

Thanks June! 
Just a big "Shout Out" and thank you to 
our U3A  Art Tutor June Marks, who has 
kept our Art class going through these 
strange times. She keeps us creating 
and connecting on line with 
"homework" challenges and sharing her 
knowledge and critiques with us. Even 
though one of the greatest things about 
our U3A classes is the social interaction, 
she has kept us all interacting, 
producing works and still feeling like 
part of a group. 

Di Porter 

 

Benefits from Corona  
by Bernadette Dickenson 

I have a ploy 
To find some joy in the Corona  

RECIPE FOR JOY. 
When you wash your hands 
Take your time  
Smell the soap or hand wash 
Feel the warmth of the water  
feel your hand as a stranger would. 

Sing a song.  
Take your time. 

Feel the soap running over all of your 
hands and fingers, watch it 
Take your time! 
My fingers have lost weight 
My wedding rings of 59 years shining 
like a single star in a deserted sky. 

Such time since I have felt another hand 
on my skin. When my heart yearns for 
this 

I WASH MY HANDS.
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