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Words from Sue 

HI All, 

Hoping you are all managing to maintain a little 
positivity during this difficult time. We began the year 
not realising that in some ways it would be a repeat of 
2020, but in other ways very different. We now have 
vaccines and the scientists tell us that as we achieve 
some version of herd immunity our lives will hopefully 
become more normal. 

Whilst we have had to cancel some of our classes, 
others have continued on Zoom or via email and we are 
very grateful to all who make this possible and our 
members who have participated.  

We had a very interesting lecture with Dementia 
Australia which was changed to Zoom. All who joined 
us found it very stimulating and we hope Louise Day 
will speak to us again over the next 18 months face to 
face. 

The term 4 Timetable has been released online and 
Marg and Robin have paper copies in the Office, which 
is open during term (COVID permitting) on a Friday 
morning between 10am and 12 noon. 

There are a variety of special lectures and activities 
offered and we hope you will find them interesting. 
Please enrol as we have to check our numbers at all 
venues. We have included short summaries of some 
activities in this Newsletter. 

The Committee is also hoping to organise an end of 
year get together on the last afternoon of term, Friday 
3 December. We are waiting to hear what will be 
permitted, so keep an eye out for further emails and 
information. 

Take care, 
Sue Crowe, President 

 

Vale 

Our thoughts and condolences to Barbara Knowles on 
the passing of her much loved Will after a long illness. 
Barbara is one of our valued tutors and Will was also an 
active member of U3A when he was in better health. 
Thinking of you, Barbara and family. 

 

 

Positive Ageing Month  

On Friday 15 October (1.00 – 3.00) our U3A 
SurfCoast will be hosting an online event. This 
will include work from our Ikebana and Art 
groups, a poetry discussion between John 
Bartlett and three of our members who have 
just published some of their work and a short 
Trivia Quiz with Baz. 

If you wish to join us just register on our usual 
course enrolment site and we will organise 
the Zoom link to be sent to you. We will 
certainly appreciate your support, and we 
look forward to your attendance. 

The Magic of You Tube 

In this time of limited social contact, You Tube 
is a great resource for entertainment and 
information.  You can enjoy videos  on almost 
any topic – some are full-length movies while 
other clips might take just a few minutes. It is 
available for you to use on computers, 
tablets, phones and smart TVs. 

October is the month for our  annual ‘Get 
Online’ event which is supported each year 
with a grant from the ‘Be Connected’ 
program.  At 3.00 pm on 19 October a trusty 
team of You Tube enthusiasts will be at the 
Senior Citizens Centre to run a session 
demonstrating You Tube video clips ranging 
across sport, art galleries, ‘how to’ 
instructions, documentaries and music.  You 
will learn how to set up You Tube and you can 
arrange to get further help after the event if 
you need it. 

In the best ‘Get Online Week’ tradition, this 
event will include free refreshments and an 
opportunity to chat with other participants. If 
we find ourselves unable to run a face-to-face 
session, we will swap to Zoom with your 
refreshments delivered to your door.  

With current COVID limitations, attendance 
will be limited to 30 people, so get in early for 
this interesting and informative session.  

Staying in Touch 
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Occasional Lectures 

Our lecture program is always a popular addition to 
the Term’s activities. We are looking forward to the 
following special events: 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen  

Senior Citizens Hall - Friday 22 October, 11.00  - 12.15 

The Stephanie Alexander Kitchen program has 
been a very successful addition to the curriculum at 
Torquay P-6 College.  The program encourages 
students to learn about growing food in the garden 
and using that produce to prepare healthy food in 
the College kitchen.  

Terri Mintram will discuss how the program has 
been implemented at the school and the outcomes 
achieved.  

History of Surfing on the Surf Coast   

Australian National Surf Museum (Surfworld) - 19 
November 11.00 -12.15 

Local surfing Icon, Bob Smith, will lead a tour of the 
museum and provide amazing insights into local 
surfing history of the Surf Coast. 

Torquay can proudly boast that it is home to the 
largest museum of its kind anywhere in the world. 
The Australian National Surf Museum is the only 
accredited surfing museum and  is dedicated to 
telling the story of Australian surfing through 
permanent displays and temporary exhibitions. It is 
also the home of the Australian Surfing Hall of 
Fame which recognizes significant Australian 
surfers and the contributions they have made to 
industry, sport and culture. 

The Law with George Hampel  

Senior Citizens Hall - 29 October, 12 November 11.45 - 
1.15. 

The Hon George Hampel, retired Supreme Court 
Judge, will return for two more fascinating lectures 
about our legal system.  Topics to be covered 
include, the legal system in Australia, participants 
in the legal/court process, sentencing and appeals, 
common law and statutes. Bring your questions as 
George loves to interact with the class! 

 

Look us up on:  www.u3asurfcoast.org.au 

Contact us on:  info@u3asurfcoast.org.au 

Launch of 3 Collections of Member Poetry  

Torquay Improvement Association Hall 
 8-12 Price St Torquay - 22 November, 10.30 - 12.00  

Our event will include readings from the poetry 
group’s anthology Wondering and Wandering to be 
launched by local award-winning author Julie 
Maclean, and  two poetry pamphlets by members 
Jean Bohuslav (Strings) and Helen Seymour (Shot 
Silk to Gun Shots). Share the exciting celebration 
with us! 

Family History Research  

Thanks to another Be Connected grant, U3A has 
been able to purchase five laptops for learners to 
borrow for a period of six months. The package 
includes basic tuition followed by a four-week 
component on Researching Family History.   

The family history course will be held weekly 
towards the end of Term 4 and will also be open to 
a limited number of members who already have a 
laptop or tablet.  Each week there will be a short 
introduction to a family history resource followed 
by time for each participant to carry out their own 
research with the help of Family History mentors.  

COVID update 

As we begin Term 4, we are hoping to be able to 
run some face to face classes. We need all 
members to QR into a venue, wear masks and do 
not attend if at all unwell. We are mindful that 
there will be people in our community who have 
decided not to have a vaccine or due to a rare 
medical issue are unable.  

The vaccine rates in Surf Coast are encouragingly 
high - as of September 26th 95% of those over the 
age of 16 have had their first dose and 67.1% are 
fully immunised. It is another couple of weeks 
before our Term 4 begins, and these numbers will 
continue to improve. 
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